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BY  REV,  EDWARD  TURNER. 

Matt.  SHI. 27. — ''Didst  tltau  not  sowi:oot  seed  in 
thy  field  ?  from  lohence  then  hath  it  tares  1 

'riie  parable,  of  which  tliosc  words 
form  an  important  part,  has  received 
particular  attention  from  all  classes  of 
Chri.stians.  Scarcely  a  person  can  be 
found,  who  possesses  a  knowledge  of 
divinity,  if  only  in  a  very  limited  de¬ 
gree,  but  considers  himself  capable  of 
explaining  and  applying  the  parable  of 
the  tares  and  the  wheat,  because  he 
supposes  that  its  object  and  meaning 
must  be  too  obvious,  to  admit  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  mistake,  unless  in  cases  where 
people  wish  to  be  deceived.  The  con¬ 
struction  which  is  almost  universally 
given  to  this  section  of  scripture,  has 
always  appeared  exceptionable  to  some 
persons  however,  and  they  have  endea¬ 
vored  to  give  it  an  interpretation  more 
consistent  with  their  own  particular, 
religious  views;  but  whether  they  have 
approached  nearer  to  truth  and  fact,  is 
a  question,  which  can  be  determined 
only  by  reference  to  the  general  design 
of  the  parables  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  by  the  bearing  they  had  upon  known 
and  acknowledged  circumstances.  It 
has  been  generally  thought  that  by  the 
wheat,  we  are  to  understand  good  men, 
and  by  the  tares,  wicked  men.  This 
interpretation  is  liable  to  difficulties,  so 
obvious  as  hardly  to  need  pointing  out. 
It  would  seem  to  show,  that  the  devil  is 
the  creator  of  wicked  men,  because  he  is 
said  to  have  sowed  the  tares.  This  in¬ 
terpretation  has  been  met  by  another, 
which  supposes  that  sinful  habits  anil 
dispositions  are  represented  by  the 
tares.  This  is  certainly  more  rational 
than  the  preceding;  at  least,  it  is  not 
liable  to  the  same  difficulty;  but  yet  I 
greatly  doubt,  if  the  construction  falls 
in  with  the  general  design  of  the  para¬ 
bles,  and  particularly  whether  it  corres¬ 
ponds  enough  to  the  views  that  our  Sa¬ 
viour  was  exhibiting  in  the  passages  in 
connexion.  Besides,  we  ought  to  avoid 


■iail  interpretations  of  scriptures,  whlcli 
arc  made  to  favor  a  particular  doctrine, 
j  Parables  were  probably  never  designed^ 
ihas  direct  proofs  ofany  doctrine  ;  but  asj 
j'moilesof  illustration  of  general  factsj 
and  principles.  Tliey  sometimes  ex 
pose  human  prejudices,  and  lay  open  I 
^  the  sources  of  error,  and  this  shows  that 

•  their  applicaficn  must  be  general,  as 
no  chu.'cb  or  individual  is  free  from,  at 

•  least,  a  liability  to  the  inllucnce  of  pre¬ 
judice  and  error.  We  have  seen,  on| 
former  occasions,  how  protestnnts  have 

■  erred  in  interpreting  scripture  in  such  ai 
i|\vay  as  to  fix  the  charge  of  falsehood  and 
wickedness  upon  the  church  of  Rome, 

I  and  thus  exempt  tliemseives  from  iier 
^^sins  and  plagues.  It  would  be  well  to 
I  adopt  general  principles,  in  treating  up- 
'  (in  parables,  as  well  as  upon  other  pai  ts 
of  scripture.  , 

!'  The  discussion  of  this  subject  agreea- 
;  bly  to  the  nature  uiid  order  of  the  ideas, 
i'advanced  in  the  text,  will  consist  in 
pointing  out,  first,  what  we  ai  e  to  un¬ 
derstand  by  the  good  seed,  and  oUr  suc¬ 
cess  in  determining  this  point  will  ena-j 
l|hle  us,  secondly,  to  answer  the  ques-^ 
,jtion  relative  to  the  introduction  ol  the 
fares.  “Didst  not  thou  sow  goo.l  seed 
I'in  thy  field  ?  from  whence  then  hath  if 
I  tares  ?” 

First.  There  is  sufficient  reason  to 
dead  us  to  conclude  that  (he  parable,  a 
pan  of  which  is  before  us  for  conside- 
;rafion,  is  a  confinuation  of  (he  parable; 
d)f  the  sower,  contained  in  the  nine  first 
'  verses  of  this  chapter.  In  other  words,' 
Ijlhat  tlie  parable  of  the  tares  and  wheat 
I  is  a  representation  of  the  same  subject, 

I  in  a  different  view,  and  under  new  cir¬ 
cumstances.  From  the  explanation  of 
I  the  parable  of  the  sower,  as  given  by  our' 

I  Lord  himself,  from  the  18tli  to  tlie  23(1  ^ 

.  verse  inclusive,  we  learn  what  obstacles 
I  genuine  truth  encounters  in  addressing 
i  the  minds  of  men,  who  are  not  well  pre- 
I  pared  to  receive  it.  With  sotnc,  it  is^ 
I  like  “seed  sown  by  the  way-side,” 

I  which  the  fowls  of  heaven  did  come  and' 
j  devour.  “Tlie  word  of  the  kingdom  Isj; 
'.heard,”  but  not  being  understood,  “the 


wicked  one  cafeheth  away  that  which 
was  sown.”  With  others,  the  word 
was  like  seed  sown  in  stony  places.  It 
was,  indeed,  “received  with  joy,”  but 
(be  receiver  having  no  root  in  himself, 
endureth  but  a  while  ;  “when  tribula¬ 
tion  or  persecution  ariseth,  because  of 
the  word,  hr  is  offended.”  Others  re¬ 
ceived  the  truth,  “like  seed  among 
thorns.”  This  field  was  preoccupied. 
“  riie  care  of  the  world,  and  the  de- 
ceilfulness  of  riches  choke  the  word,” 
and  such  persons  become  unfruitful. — 
But  he  that  received  seed  into  good 
ground,  is  lie  that  heareth  the  word,  and 
uiid(.‘rstan(!eth  it,  who  also  beareth  fruit, 
and  bringetb  forth,  some  an  hundred  fold, 
some  sixty,  some  thirty.”  This  simple 
and  natural  discourse  gives  us  to  see,  at 
once,  what  difficulties  lie  in  tlie  way  to 
a  candid  and  profitable  reception  of  thi^ 
gospel,  even  when  it  is  preached  in  its 
purity,  without  any  admixture  or  adulte¬ 
ration,  from  tlie  enemy.  But  you  will 
perceive  at  the  same  time,  that  the  fore¬ 
going  representation  does  not  embrace 
all  the  obstacles,  nor  probably  t'le  most 
serious  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  truth, 
which  we  know  actually  exiot.  The  land 
that  bears  briars  and  thorns  may  be  sub¬ 
dued  by  active  and  successful  culture; 
the  plants  wliich  the  proprietor  has  not 
planted  may  be  eradicated.  The  soil 
may  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  good 
seed.  But  if,  when  this  is  sown,  an  ene¬ 
my  should  improve  the  hour  of  darkness 
to  scatter  tares  among  the  wheat,  the  evil 
will  be  of  a  more  serious,  because  of  a 
more  diirabh?  character  than  the  prece¬ 
ding.  To  describe  this  state  of  th;nf»Sj 
we  allege,  was  the  intent-on  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  therefore  h«!  gave  anew  view 
of  the  parable  of  the  sower,  and  as  it 
were,  turning  the  s’.,bject  round,  led  his 
auditors  to  examine  it  upon  another  side, 
while  they  were  made  to  watch  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  error,  in  the  field  of  the  human 
heart,  till  the  period  of  harvest,  when  it 
shall  be  separrted  from  truth,  and  be 
burned  with  unquench('.ble  fire.  These 
views,  which  were  certainty  prophet! 
were  highly  useful  and  instructive 
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That  they  are  correct,  the  whole  history  dom  of  God,  which  is  the  gospel,  in  its  I  niid  uitsocial,  wliutever  mny  be  the 
of  (lie  C'lrisliaii  cimreli  iiroves,  in  the  progress  in  the  uorld,  to  sjieaU  of  man  '  weiglit  of  historical  or  external  evidtvee 
anplest  and  most  satisfactory  tn.nnner. —  nndei  the  similitude  of  seed  ;  man  is  thei  in  its  favor,  we  will  cheerfully  surren- 
Amt  tliat  we  require  to  he  infoiined,  not  Held  iu  which  the  seed  is  sown,  nor  must'  Jer  all  pretensions  to  its  truth.  We  will 
o  'ly  of  the  natural  obstacles  within  us,  the  field  and  the  seed  be  confounded  or'  admit  that  the  seed  is  corrupt,  because 
which  oi)pose  the  reception  of  truth,  but  coiis;dered  synonymous.  ^Ve  find  thaf^  vve  lind  its  fruits  cot rupt.  Hut  we  will 
likewise  to  be  told  of  the  evils  w  hich  j  this  method  of  spe  dving  is  pursued  thro’ |  ^ay  nothing  about  tares  being  sown  by 
jujy  occur,  after  the  truth  has  been  re-|| liic  New  Testament.  Christ  sjys,  that  life  side  of  the  wheat.  The  truth  would 
ceived,  seems  to  be  dictated  by  out  feel-^jlie  “came  into  the  world  to  bear  testimo-1  |je,  in  this  ease,  it  was  all  tares,  from 
irigs,  and  by  the  interest  we  take  in  the  :  ny  to  the  tiiith,”  atid  Inmce  he  is  cm- Leed  time  toliarvest.  I  shall  not  occupy 
sjccess  of  the  gospel.  jj  plialically  styled  “the  faitlifnl  and  true  j  your  time  in  proving  that  this  is  not  tlie 

I  have  offered  the  preceding  remaik?, 'I  “fitness.”  In  connexion  also  with  this'  rase.  Sucli  a  measure  would  be  useless, 
in  ordvT  to  show',  that  the  application  of!  the  spirit  of  God  whicli  actuated!  Jt  sufficient  to  say,  that  not  a  single  in- 
the  text  which  w'ill  be  made  is  t'.ie  mostj  which  he  promised  to  send  to  stance  can  be  adduced,  where  the  word 

o»sv  and  natural,  and  freer  from  diflictil-:!  his  discijdes,  is  called  “the  spirit  ol  truth,  I  of  grace  and  truth,  when  unadulterated, 
ties  than  any  other,  while  it  has  tite  ad-;{fhat  leadelh  and  guidetli  into  all  truth.”  juid  left  to  its  own  genuine  operations, 
vantage  of  analogy,  and  preserves  a  close;!  the  Old  Testament,  and  particulaily  ims  j;pt  produced  its  j  erfect  resemblance, 
connexion  with  the  preceding  a  id  suc-|j ‘*1  tlie  prophetic  scriptures,  we  find  the  niid  w  hen  it  has  l  ot  been  seen,  that  *'the 
cecding  discourse  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our|l  language  used  to  denote  tiie  sue-  fmit  of  the  spirit  is  i;i  all,  long  suffering, 

observations  lesult  in  these  conclusions,  ^  ccss  of  the  gospel,  at  least  the  same  figure  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness, 
t’lat  by  him  who  sowed  tju;  good  seed, 'j 'hough  in  some  cases  under  lemperance,  joy,  and  love.”  Here  vve 
Christ  meant  himself ;  that  the  field  de-  !  cireumstatices.  Thus  David  are  at  is'^ue  wiib  every  opponent ;  and  it 

notes  tlie  fiuman  heart;  thatour  Loiti '| “tl’.ere  sliall  be  a  handful  of  corn  will  be  expected  that,  before  the  fruit 
intended  to  forew  arn  liis  followers,  tliat  ;opon  the  earlli,  on  the  top  of  the  mouii-:  (Imi  ^ve  sometimes  observe  and  which  is 
errors  and  false  djctrines  would  be  in- j '‘dt’-s,  the  fiu’.t  thereof  shall  thaKeliliejatl<i;owlcdgedtobecornipt,isconsider- 
tro.i  jced  into  liis  cliurcli,  wliiie  men  wete  I  l.<^‘hanoii  and  again,  “he  that  goetli  ]  td  ns  produced  by  the  word,  the  word  it- 
O.T  t’.eir  guard  and  unsnspiciuus  of  dan-  jlorlh  and  weepeth,  hearing  precious  seed,  j^If  shall  be  prove’d  corrupt  and  false, 
ger;  and  t!iat  tliese  doctrines  and  errors,  j  shall  doubtless  return  s'pin  rejoicing,  and  Cut  ns  the  subject  before  us  .shows 
however  similar  tliey  iniglit  appear  to  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him.”  that  tares  have  been  sow n  in  the  field  of 

tlie  word  of  liuth,  were  still  essentiall\  To  “sow  good  seed  in  the  field”  im-  tiic  human  rriind,  and  have  grown  with, 
different  from  it  ,  and  further,  tliat  it  was  j  pli,>s  (ben,  not  only  the  direct  agency  of;  at  least,  as  much  rapidity  as  the  true 
well  to  suffer  their  growth  to  proceed  till  l.resus  Christ  in  promulgating  his  doctrine,  |  grain,  it  will  be  proper  to  inquire  how 
fbev  cini"  to  maturity,  w  lien  their  con-  blit  tliat  this  doctrine  cs  it  came  fiom  his  1  this  has  1  nj'pcned.  This  inquiry  bc- 
trast  to  truth  would  be  mote  obvious,  and  Uips,  was  fimjilc,  pure,  free  from  every!  longs  to  the  last  article  of  the  discourse, 
t!ie  servants  of  the  proprietor  of  the  field  ;  corrupt  admixture,  and  of  a  charactc:'  upon  which  we  row  enter.  “Didst  not 
extirpate  tliem  with  Lss  danger  of  injury  j  w  hicli  promised  a  gre^'t  and  copious  bar-  ihnu  sow  good  seed  in  thy  field  ?  from 
to  tlifr  productions  of  the  good  seed.  *  |  vest  of  the  fruits  of  righteousness.  If  w  e  whence  (hen  hath  it  tares  r” 

T..e  general  docfriiic  ot  the  text,  in  its  i  grant  that  “the  sower  soweth  fhe  word,”  In  the  exposition  of  this  parable  by  our 
iclallo;)  to  the  whole  parable,  being  tlms  j  aiid  that  only,  and  if  we  further  allow.  Saviour,  the  sovVing  the  tares  is  ascribed 
settled,  let  us  carefully  examine  how  far^itbat  “every  seed  produceth  its  ow  n  bo-  to  llie  agency  of  the  devil.  “The  tares,” 
our  present  views  of  tlie  subject  coincideli  dy,”  we  sliall  be  prepared  to  conclude,  he  says,”“aie  (lie  children  of  the  w  icked 
with  fact.  This  method, better  than  any  that  truth  can  never  produce  any  thing  cue  ;’tbe  enemy  that  sowed  them  is  the 
other,  will  justify  or  set  aside  the  inter- jicoutrarv  to  itself.  The  fruit  wiH’he  like  devil.”  I  am  sensible,  that  in  attending 
);retatioii  of  any  text.  For  when  we  jtheseed.  If  an  objector  were  able  to  to  (bis  point  with  the  particularity  that  it 
liaye  discovered  a  coincidence  in  all  ma-  i  prove,  that  tlie  doctrine  of  Christ,  as  be  deserves,  we  shall  be  found  to  oppose  a 
terial  points,  between  an  interpretation 'delivered  it,  was  sclf-incoiisisteiit,  we  doctrine  which  has  long  been  held  in  the 
and  a  series  of  facts,  we  scarcely  need  ;  might  and  should  expect  tliat  it  would  Christian  cliurtli;  I  mean  the  doctrine 
look  for  any  other.  U'iiere  the  facts  will  produce  its  likeness,  and  every  doctrinal  w  hich  asserts  the  existence  and  perfonali- 
rccouut  for  the  language  that  is  used,  j  idea  which  arose  from  it,  would  be  uu-  ty  of  an  evil  being,  who  is  believed  to 
there  can  be  no  suiricient  reason  for  sus-  i  reasonable,  and  false,  because  inconsis-  be  tlie  original  agent  in  all  the  falsehood 
pecting  any  incorrectness  in  application.  I  (ent.  If  it  could  be  show  n,  that  the  doc-  and  wickedness  of  the  world.  This 
We  begin  with  tlie  first  and  most  impor- :  trine  of  Christ,  as  it  came  from  him,  op-  opinion  is  derived  from  two  sources  ;  from 
ta'it  point  in  the  series.  “He  that  sow- 1  posed  right  reason,  and  coiinteracl»*d  the  so.me  highly  figurative  expressions  in 
cth  the  good  seed  is  the  sou  of  man.” —  j  great  priiicijrles  of  nature,  we  should*cal-  scripture,  in*  which,  agreeably  to  custom, 
“The  sower  soweth  the  word,”  pays  St.  I  dilate,  that  it  would  lead  to  a  course  of  and  the  genius  of  the  language  of  those 
Mark.  These  declarations  are  suflici- i  conduct,  wliich  would  evince  its  abettors  ages,  a  principle  or  power  is  personified  ; 
rntly  clear  and  communicative.  They  |  to  be  madmen  or  fools.  If  the  gospel  de-  and  from  the  alleged  impossibility  of  ac- 
evidently'  sliow  that  our  Lord  spoke  of  ;  picted  the  Almighty  as  a  vindictive,  ma-  counting  for  the  origin  or  introduction  of 
liimself,  or  of  the  spirit  which  actuated  1  lignant  being,  seeking  every  pretext  to  evil  into  the  world  without  admitting  the 
him,  as  the  grand  agent  in  the  promniga-  render  m.inkiud  unhappy  here  &  wretch-  supernatural  agency  of  some  wicked  and 
lion  of  troth.  I  do  not  discover  in  either  |ed  hereafter,  we  should  not  w  onder  malignant  being.  To  this  may  be  added, 
of  the  quotations  above,  the  least  allusion  |  wlien  we  saw  the  fruits  come  forth  like  that  much  dependence  has  been  placed, 
to  men ;  on  tlie  contrary,  the  allusion  ap-  jthe  seed  (hat  produceil  them.  In  a  wt.rd,  in  support  of  this  theory,  upon  some  ve- 
pears  to  be  made  to  »hings.  Nor  would  if  the  religion  of  Christ  gives  birth  to  ry  obscure  texts  of  scripture,  as  that  which 
it  seem  at  aU  consistent  with  analogy  '  contentions,  strife  and  ill  will,  if  it  tends  speaks  of  “the  angels  which  kept  not 
a.od  with  fict,  Ju  representing  (he  king-  to  r  ’nder  men  passionate,  quarrelsome  (heir  first  estate,  but  left  their  own  habi- 
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tations,”  and  that  uh’cli  says,  that  “God  experience.  If  the  above  texts  fiirnislij  !i,i<ioii  and  will. worship,  by  the  threshold 
spared  not  the  angels  tliut  sinned,  but  a  way  tor  accounting  foyhe  rise  and  pre- 1  of  tlie  temple  of  the  living  God. 
cast  them  down  to  hell.”  To  tiiese  sup-  valence  of  falsehood  and  error,  it  imi>l;  Tnis  ex!:ihilion  of  tlie  mad  play  of  tlie 
posed  arguments  we  reply,  tiiat  no  in-  doubtless  be  tlie  only  way  of  aecountingii  Isunian  passions  is  necessarily  brief  and 
fereiice  favorable  to  this  selienae  can  be^  fni  them,  and  in  my  view,  a  more  satis-'j imperfect.  “The  one  laalf  has  not  yet 
justly  drawn  from  the  use  of  words  in  a^  factory  way  tlian  any  otlier.  ji  been  told  you.”  Of  error  it  may  be  said, 

language  which  dealt  so  much  in  persoiii- '■  Let  us  follow  tliis  clue  to  the  object  |!  “its  name  is  legion.”  Enough  however 
tication  c  that  tUe  tests  wliicli  have  been  !  to  which  if  evidently  leads.  Jesus  Cliiisti;  has  been  advanced,  to  give  you  a  speci- 
qtioted,  are  too  obscure  and  too  capable  i^preached  plain,  simple  and  unadulterated  ii  men  of  the  works  of  “the  man  of  sin, 
of  a  dili'erent  meaning  to  becofnethel'onn-l  truths,  calenlated  to  make  men  wiser  and  who  works  in  the  children  of  disobedi- 
dation  of  a  tlieory,  so  strange  and  unna- i  better.  Tliese  truths  were  at  first  rc- j^encc.^’  And  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
tural ;  that  those  texts  are  most  probably  "ceived  in  the  love  of  them,  but  soon  i|  that  we  have  discovered  some  rational 
allusions  to  certuiu  Jewisli  traditions,  i  they  became  corrupted  by  being  brought  data,  by  which  w’e  can  determine,  in 
which  Jude  and  Peter  impiovcd  to  con-:  into  connexion  witli  errors.  And  how  ;what  way  falsehood  becomes  associated 
vey  useful  moral  instructions  to  the  Jew-;' was  this  effected.^  The  religion  of  the!  •viih  truth.  This  being  the  great  cbject 
ish  readers,  which  indeed  appears  to  have '^gospel  was  humble,  and  taught  its  follow- Jof  this  branch  ot  the  discourse,  I  shall 
been  the  object  in  introducing  them  into  ers  to  be  so.  But  ambition,  that  ever;  omit  further  observations  upon  this  topic, 

their  respective  Epistles  ;  and  lastly,  that  restless  passion,  incited  tlie  mind  to  reach '  and  close  with  a  few  brief  rellections. 

the  supposition  of  an  evil  being,  with  ' after  worldly  honors,  and  heavenly  glory, !  If  it  is  true,  as  is  asserted  in  the  para- 
pcrsonal  identity,  removes  no  ditliculty  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  who  miglit  bej  ble,  tliat  the  tares  were  sown  among  the 
respecting  tlie  origin  of  sin;  the  most  as  worthy  as  its  possessor,  lli  re  the  wheat,  “while  men  slept,”  that  is,  while 
that  it  does  is,  that  it  only  places  the  dif-  devil  sowed  tares  among  the  wheal. —  in  a  rtate  of  false  security  ;  it  is  not  to 
ficnlty  at  a  greater  distance.  It  is,  at :  This  lust  induced  a  violent  grasp  after  be  exj  icteJ  that  men  will  discover  the 
least,  as  easy  to  demonstrate  how  man  ‘  power  ;  a  mighty  struggle  for  the  upper-  imposition  till  they  awake.  This,  while 

could  sin  without  the  agency  of  a  spiri-!  most  seats  in  the  synagogues,  for  eminent  j  it  accounts  for  the  long  continuance  of 

tiial,  personal  agent  to  tempt  or  inlluence  i  stations  in  tlie  churcli,  to  be  called  of  1  error,  sliould  serve  to  keep  us  watchful 
him,  as  to  sliow,  how  that  agent,  while  aj  men  Rabbi,  to  be  clolhed  in  holy  lawn,!  and  vigilant.  The  enemy  is  still  active; 

holy  angel  of  light,  and  located  wliere  and  to  wield  a  crosier  or  wear  u  triple  |  "nd  as  w  e  have  tound,  that  it  exists  wilh- 

temptation  can  never  come,  could  luvei  crown.  It  aimed,  in  short,  at  a  seat  “ini  we  should  be  stimulated  to 

sinned  and  fallen  without  the  action  of  l  the  temple  of  God,  where  it  miglit  show '  inquiry,  and  carefully  “try  the  .spirits 

some  agent  upon  him.  We  cannot  l'‘S-  itself,  that  it  was  God.”  To  aid  the  un- ! 'vhetlier  they  be  of  God,”  and  guard 

sen  the  di/Rculty  in  this  way  ;  we  rather  hallowed  work,  doctrines  were  framed,!  against  every  attempt  to  lead  us  asid? 
increase  it.  Thus  it  liapjieiis,  that  men  i' and  pretended  traditions  disseminated  i  trom  the  purity  and  “simplicity  of 
will  often  endeavor  to  accqnnt  for  some  land  incorporated  with  the  simple  doc-:  Christ.” 

phenomena,  not  by  plain,  &  simple  Si  ac-  trines  and  practices  of  the  first  Chris-I|  Who  can  sufficiently  admire  the  wii- 
knowledged  principles,  but  in  ways  which  Itians,  and  thus  the  field,  wliere  the  good!  dom,  in  educing  good  from  so  much  ap- 

are  still  more  iiiexplic.able  than  the  tilings  seed  had  been  sown,  shortly  presented  a  parent  evil  r  I  he  tares  are  permitted  to 

they  are  brouglit  to  explain.  ^ luxuriant  growth  of  tare.s,  assidiously  cul-|igrow  till  the  harvest,  tliey  will  continue 

Emerging  from  this  labyrinth,  we  will  by  the  hand  of  power,  and  vva-'to  the  end  “of  the  age,’’  to  wliicli  their 

pursue  our  course  where  reason  and  fact  b;ied  Iroin  fountains  of  wealth,  w’riing  existence  is  limited  ;  when  men  will  dis- 

co'.iduc  t  us,  giving  due  weight  to  the !  tbe  earnings  of  poverty,  and  oiten  cover  their  character,  and  awaking  front 
scriptures,  in  relation  to  the  point  in  hand,  I  from  the  mouth  of  famine.  I' llie  sleep  of  ages,  will  gatlier  them  up 

after  such  allowances  as  their  figurative  j!  But  this  is  not  all.  Jlen  soon  disco- ;  and  burn  them.  Their  continuance  will 
sense  demands.  We  cheerfully  admit 'vered  that  Christianity,  as  it  liad  been  jj  thus  subserve  a  most  benevolent  purpose 
that  the  sacred  writers  personify  the  prin-  ‘first  pre  :hed,  was  not  abstruse  and  meta-  jlio  the  crononiy  ot  heaven.  The  purifi- 
ciple  or  power  that  acts  upon  the  human  ■  physical  ;  and  (hey  desired  a  dm  trine  ijvalion  of  the  world  from  error  and  delu- 
miad,  to  produce  falsehood  and  sin.  But*  tliat  posse.ssed  these  ch.nraf  tcristics  in  no  ^ion  will  he  a  day  of  trial,  of  “weeping, 
the  scriptures  in  which  these  personifica-  small  degree.  Accordingly,  've  find  that  and  wailing,  and  gnashin.g  of  teeth.” — 
tions  are  found,  are  to  be  explained  in  ambition  was  soon  at  work,  in  giving  a;, But  “tliese  tlnngs  must  needs  be.”  The 
accordance  witli  those  in  which  pririci-  mysterious  air  to  religion,  and  clothing'' subjecls  of  error  must  be  “saved  so  as  by 
pies  are  laid  down,  and  facts  stated,  with-!  il  witli  an  ab.struscness  wliich  it  was  not  i  fire.”  This  work  has  commenced.  It 
out  any  figure  of  speech,  which  denotes '  formed  to  wear.  Nothing  pleases  some  ,  is  proceeding  w  ith  all  needful  rapidity, 
the  agency  of  a  personal  being.  St.  persons  so  well  as  mysiery.  With  them  and  God  will  pciiect  it  in  his  own  time. 

James  says,  that  “every  man  is  templed^  every  thing  incgniprchensible  isnecessa- j  '  '  '  ~  . - 

when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  rily  sublime,  and  of  consequence,  true.  J  [ For  the  Magazine  and  Mveede.] 

and  enticed  ,”  and  again,  “when  lust.  Mystery  becomes  a  doctrine’s  passport  to'  THF.OLOGICAL  BEGGAR3. 

hatli  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  sin.” — j  their  minds.  To  gratify  this  absurd  pa-;-'}  Heretofore,  I  have  witnessed  in  silent 
From  these  statements,  wliich  are  not!  sion,  doctrines  were  framed,  and  hypolhe-  contempt,  the  intrigues  and  machinations 
obscure,  and  have  no  covering  that  hides  scs  erected  upon  the  most  slender  foun-  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  and  their 
their  real  sense,  we  learn  wliat  it  is  that  dations,  of  wliich  the  gospel  knew  noth-  i accomplices,  in  their  money-begging 
produces  mischief  and  disorder,  error  and  ing.  These  were  artfully  incorporated  ijscliemes  and  crafty  wiles.  But  (as  the 
false  doctrine  in  the  xvorld.  We  discoverj  with  Cliristianity,  as  tares  are  sow  n,  and  proverb  says,  ‘  silence  gives  consent,”) 
the  enemy  that  sows  the  tares  in  the  field  grow  up  with  wheat.  And  they  Iiave  'Ishallnoiongerbowinliumblesubmis- 
of  the  human  heart.  The  cause  is  thrown  been  siilTered  to  continue  till  they  are  .sion,  nor  encourage  a  practice  solicen* 
xvithip  our  reach  ;  and  the  idea  advan-  matured,  ns  witnesses  of  the  folly  and  jtious,  either  by  silent  consent  or  actual 
ced,  is  brought  down  to  our  feelings  and  wickedness  of  man,  in  setting  up  his  re- support. 
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It  is  time  f'r  every  iiidepeiivicnt  cit:- 
zen  of  our  free  n-puMic,  to  take  a  deei-  | 
de  l  stand  in  opposition  to  sut  li  dia'joli- 
ral,  and  unjust  means,  as  are  used  to 
fileli  from  the  hand  of  poverty  the  liurd 
earned  pittance. 

Not  content  wit!)  obtaiiiins;  it  from 
those  w  lio  are  bless.'d  w  itli  an  ahuudancei 
of  “this  world’s  vain  store,”  hut  tlie  “wi-! 
dow  and  the  orphan,”  the  destitute  and 
the  needy,  are  incessantly  importuned  to 
hestow’  their  last  n)  te,  even  tlieir  very 
last  means  of  support,  into  the  “treasury  1 
of  the  Lord.”  And  how  often,  as  thougii ! 
apparently  destitute  of  any  feelings  of 
liumanity,  do  wc  see  their  periodicals' 
and  tracts,  teeming  with  the  accounts  of| 
their  good  success  with  the  indigent,  asaj 
means  to  encourage  others  to  do  the  same,  i 
Yes,  a  poor  woman  laboring  for  a  small  j 
recompense  per  w’eek,  barely  sulficienl: 
for  her  own  support,  it  is  saiil,  devotes' 
such  a  part  of  it  to  the  Lord  !  A  little | 
bov,  too,  has,  by  his  industry,  obtained  | 
a  f(.*w  cents  and  given  it  to  the  heathen  ! 
O  shame,  where  is  thy  blush  !  Thou  art! 
cloaked  under  the  mantle  of  hypocrisv,j 
but  it  has  a  rent,  through  which  may  be! 
seen  thy  guilty  de.signs,  and  thy  infernal! 
purposes.  *  I 

What  are  the  arguments  made  use  of 
ns  an  apology  for  such  conduct?  Nonc.| 
'J'hey  do  not  attempt  to  support  theii  i 
schemes  by  argument  for  they  have  no! 
foundatio!).  Like  the  serpent  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Eden,  they  have  a  more  subtle  and 
cunningly  devised  plan.  They  appeal 
to  the  credulity,  and  work  upon  the  j)as- 
«h»ns  of  the  weaker  se.K,  by  llattery  and 
lies. 

.\sk  them  to  show  wherein  lies  the 
consistency,  or  evetr  doubt  the  proprie- 
i'y  .sf  it,  and  you  are  at  once  told,  (which! 
»•’  MO  news,)  that  no  one  is  obliged  to, 
p(ive;  that  they  do  not  request,  much  I 
less  do  they  wisli  you  to  bestow  any  thing  j 
contrary  to  your  will.  A:id  I  would  to, 
God,  that  DO  one  had  evci' given  with  j 
such  a  motive,  ileally,  I  am  constrain- 1 
cd  to  thiiik  their  encouragement  would  | 
have  been  tiillii*g,  in  cou)parison  withj 
what  it  is  at  piesent.  I 

/.gain,  express  your  disapprobation  of. 
their  begging  from  others,  at  the  same] 
time  th-t  von  withhold  vour  own,  and, 
ilicir  argument  is,  that  it  does  not  con- 
ceru  you  how’  mucli  is  obtained  from , 
others,  even  if  it  be  their  last  cent :  As; 
much,  as  if  a  murderer  in  the  very  act,  | 
should  reply  to  one  who  came  to  th^  re- 1 
Tief  of  his  victim,  that  it  was  none  o.*". 
his  business,  since  he  was  not  injuring: 
him. 

What!  is  it  nought  tome,  that  myi 
friends,  and  brethren  of  the  human  fami-| 
Jv  ere  deceived,  oppressed,  robbed  or 


inurde.’-ed  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  me  that  fc-I 
m.il'>«,  (for  t!icv  are  the  persons  usually 
apjdied  to,)  yori:ig,  and  incxpciicnccd' 
in  the  intrigues  of  llnologir  a!  hcggai'i,  ig- 
uoi  jut  somelinrcs  of  the  uses  to  which  it 
is  applied,  and  of  the  very  nature  of  tlie 
dei.nand  ;  1  say,  is  it  nothing  to  me  th.it 
they  ate  t!.us  deceived,  and  made  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  what  tliey  hestow  of  the  fruits 
of  tlieir  toilsome  labor,  to  these  impudent' 
beggars,  goes  into  tlie  treasury  of  the 
Lord  r  Y’es,  and  God  forbid  that  I  should 
hold  my  peace,  lest  the  stones  should 
cry  out  against  me.  I 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  detail  of 
facts  to  prove  these  statements  ;  they  are 
too  evident  to  require  it ;  and  tliey  must 
come  home  to  the  conscience  of  every! 
person,  unless  it  is  “seared,  as  with  a' 
red  hot  iron.”  Uirfortunately,  for  the 
leaders  of  tliese  schemes,  too  many  facts 
have  already  been  disclosed  to  the  world. 
.\t  present  I  shall  notice  hut  one,  which 
came  under  my  ow’u  observation,  and 
which  plainly  illustrates  the  truth  of  the 
above  remarks.  It  not  only  tends  to 
prove  most  clearly,  that  females  are  the; 
persons  most  liable  to  be  deceived,  hut 
it  goes  to  show,  how  absolutely  destitute ^ 
are  these  beggars  of  every  principle  of, 
manliness,  or  of  common  humanity.  ! 

Know  then,  that  a  Theological  Insti¬ 
tution  has  been  established  by  the  Pres¬ 
byterians,  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitesboro’! 
on  charity  ;  and,  as  I  am  ii, formed,  is' 
now  sujjported  principally  from  that! 
source  :  That  they  have,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
complish  their  ends,  sent  travelling 
preachers  and  others,  about  into  dill'erentj 
parts  of  the  country,  to. obtain  funds: 
That  it  has  been  proposed,  after  obtain¬ 
ing  all  in  their  power  by  persuasion,  flat-' 
tery,  and  threats,  in  the  neighboring  vil¬ 
lages, /or  Z/je/c/na/es  in  those  places,  Zol 
form  societies  to  deft  ay  the  expenses  of  the 
students,  while  obtaining  their  education  .’i 
And,  that  but  a  siiort  time  since,  it  was' 
recommended  to  the  females  at  an  ex¬ 
tensive  manufacturing  establishment,  to 
support  one  or  more  of  the  students  at! 


of  the  character  of  the  Institution.  Why, 
if  there  is  the  least  shadow  of  consisten¬ 
cy  in  it,  was  it  not  j  icposKl  that  the 
young  men  should  form  a  society  of  the 
above  descriptiow,  instead  of  the  yolit?g 
women  ?  The  rea-on  is  obvious. 

Who  knows  what  sfat  on  in  life  they 
will  fill,  after  receiving  their  education  ? 
”l'is  (rue,  they  pretend  they  are  piepa- 
ring  for  the  ministry  ;  hut  who  knows 
but  that  they  may  then  change  their 
minds,  and  thus  bid  defiance  to  the  so¬ 
ciety  that  has  supported  them? 

Again,  what  is  the  condition  of  those 
females  who  have  lately  signed  that  sub¬ 
scription  ?  I  answer:  the  majority  of 
them  arc,  like  girls  usually  employed  at 
a  manufactory,  in  rather  indigent  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  perhaps  some  of  them 
may  have  left  a  father’s  house,  from  ab¬ 
solute  necessity.  They,  no  doubt,  are 
told,  “that  the  Lord  loveth  the  cheerful 
giver.”  Put,  have  they  never  read, 
“that  charity  should  begin  at  home  ;” 
that  “he  (or  she)  who  does  not  pioyide 
for  his  (or  her)  own  household,  is  worse 
than  an  infidel  ?”  Consider,  young  wo¬ 
man,  I  say,  and  take  heed  to  the  path  of 
thy  duty. 

I  On  the  other  hand,  what  is  (he  charac¬ 
ter  of  those  young  men,  w  ho  submit  to 
be  supported  in  that  way  ?  It  needs  no 
reply.  That  very  circumstance,  if  there 
were  no  other,  would  be  sufficient  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  unmnnliness;  and  it  speaks 
volumes  to  prove  their  laziness,  and  their 
moral  degradation.  Where  is  there  a 
young  man,  possessing  one  spark  of  en¬ 
terprise,  that  would  be  willing  to  receive 
support  in  that  way,  or  even  expect  it  ? 
How  totally  destitute  of  ambition  !  How 
devoid  of  the  least  particle  of  shame,  and 
how  insensible  to  (he  weakness,  and  ten¬ 
der  aftections  of  the  female  breast ' 

This  is  not  all  that  might  be  unfolded, 
conceining  these  enterprising  and  pro¬ 
mising  young  men;  and  had  I  time,  I 
could  notice  their  impudence,  and  un¬ 
mannerly  conduct  in  several  instances; 
such  as  telling  untruths,  insulting  peo- 


tliat  Institution;  the  means  were  imme-’ 
diately  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and, 
a  subscription  paper  is  now  in  circula-j 
tion.  That  tliis  Institution  should  be  en-, 


coui.age(l,  like  many  others,  by  liberal  do-! 
nations  from  persons  interested  in  it,  nnd  i 
who,  by  giving  will  not  be  empoverish- 
ed,  may  be  well  enough.  But,  that  it 
should  be  thought  the  duty  of  females, 
'or  of  any  class  of  society,  lo  support  the 
young  men  who  attend  it,  does  seem  to 
n:<:  like  extortion  of  the  highest  grade. 
jVV'hat  man  so  base,  in  this  enlightened 
and  chrisJian  country,  as  to  propose  a 
plan  80  unjust  in  itself,  and  so  degrading, 
to  the  female  character,  to  say  nothing! 


pie  in  various  ways,  &c.  &c.  not  to  men¬ 
tion  tlieir  pcciil.ar  fondness  for  some  par¬ 
ticular  females,  who  are  the  most  for¬ 
ward  in  procuring  (hem  assistance. 

•  *  *  •  « 

But  I  forbear  dwelling  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject  any  longer.  It  certainly  is  an  un¬ 
pleasant  one  ;  and  it  must  excite  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  all  unprejudiced  minds. — 
And,  if  what  I  have  wriiten,  should  not 
be  the  means  of  calling  the  attention  of  a 
single  individual,  or  of  awakening  in  the 
mind  of  any  person,  that  just  indignation 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  de¬ 
mands,  I  shall  still  receive  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  own  conscience,  in  having 
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perlormed  an  imperious  and  solemn  du-' 
ly,  in  the  cause  of  humanit}'.  C.  C.  ! 
New-York  Mills,  Nov.  29,  1830.  ' 
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UTICA,  SATURDAY,  DEC.  11, 1830. 

OUR  NEXT  VOLUME. 

Tu’o  riumbers  more  will  complete  the  present 
volume  of  this  paper.  The  second  volume  of  the 
new  series  will  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1831.  To  that  period,  und  the  patron- 
sne  that  shall  he  e.xtended  to  us  for  the  cumin" 
yesr,  we  look  forward  with  an.\ioii8  solicitude. — 
We  are  anxious  that  our  list  of  subscribers  should 
increase:  First,  and  principally,  because  we  ar¬ 
dently  love,  and  fervently  desire  to  spread  far 
and  wide,  those  sacred  principles  of  truth  and 
liberty,  to  the  diffusion  of  which  we  have  assidu¬ 
ously  and  pcrscveringly  devoted  our  feeble  talents 
for  the  last  four  years;  and  from  which  we  liave 
received  from  religious  opponents.  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  the  bitterest  of  anathemas  and  the 
most  cruel  of  denunciations  and  reproaches. — 
Much  has  been  done  by  the  liberality  of  our  pat¬ 
rons  and  the  kind  aid  of  correspondent  s,  in  spread¬ 
ing  through  the  land  the  doctrine  of  “the  grace  of 
the  God  that  bringctli  salvation  to  all  men,”  .ind 
also  in  opening  the  eyes  of  coinmtmity  to  seethe 
dangers  that  threaten  them  from  the  monied  mo¬ 
nopolies  and  religious  aristocracies  of  the  self- 
styled  Orthodo.x.  A  good  work  has  thus  been 
begun,  and  we  are  anxious  it  should  not  flag  nor 
languish  for  want  of  support  and  encouragement, 
but  that  it  should  be  carried  on  with  redoubled 
and  persevering  energy. 

Secondly,  we  feel  an.xious  that  our  list  of  sub¬ 
scribers  should  increase,  because  our  own  tempo¬ 
ral  prosperity  and  interest  are  at  stake  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment.  We  have  labored  and  toiled  inces¬ 
santly  to  make  the  work  interesting  and  useful 
to  our  subscribers,  and  deserving  of  the  patronage 
that  it  has  already  acquired :  and  we  have  now 
made  arrangements  for  procuring  an  tHtire  new 
set  of  type  and  printing  materials  for  the  next 
volume,  and  the  additional  services,  in  the  edito¬ 
rial  department,  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  hippiest 
writers  that  the  Universalist  connexion  affjrds. — 
Hence,  these  additional  expenses  to  us,  (which 
arc  incurred  without  adding  to  the  price  of  the 
paper)  will  require  a  continuance  and  increase  of 
patronage  which  we  sincerely  hope  to  receive. 
Some  few  of  our  patrons  have  expressed  a  w  ish 


If  each  of  our  present  subscribi^rs  would  procure  i  his  fod!  Gratitude  is  the  natural  incense  of  a 
one  new  one  by  prevailing  o:i  his  neighbor  to|  heart  bedewed  with  the  love  of  God  and  filled 
take  the  next  volume,  our  list  might  be  doubled  |  with  a  sense  of  his  ceaseless  goodness.  And  the 


very  easily,  and  hence  double  the  amount  of  good 
to  the  cause,  result  from  the  work. 


exercise  of  it  is  fraught  with  the  happiest  emo- 
tions :  not  like  those  we  often  fjel  towards  an 


1  Agents  w  ho  have  been  active  in  circulating  the '  earthly  benefactor,  when  we  look  upon  him  as 
I  paper  and  in  collecting  and  forw  arding  subscrip- !  expecting  some  signal  favor  or  service  from  us  in 
j  tions,  will  accept  of  many  thanks  for  past  servi-j  return  for  the  kindness  bestowed;  for  we  feel 
jces;  and  their  future  services  in  the  same  good  that  the  favors  bestowed  on  us  fromGod  are  free- 
cause,  will  entitle  them  to  our  long  continued  |  |y  given  u.s,withoutany  such  expectations,  know- 
gratitude.  I  ing  that  we  can  never  benefit  him,  that  none  of 

While  the  venders  of  a  senseless  superstition,  services  can  ever  profit  him,  and  that  he  can 
the  ponders  of  a  corrupt  priesthood,  and  the  mini- ^  ngver  stand  in  need  of  any  aid  from  us.  How 
ons  of  ecclesiastical  wealth  and  monopoly,  arc  the  heart  leap  for  joy  and  overflow  with 

busily  engaged  in  every  artifice,  to  ensnare  the  gfQtitudc,wh  en  we  realize  that  He  graciously  and) 
ignorant  and  entrap  the  unwary  in  their  wily  I from  his  own  benevolent  nature  alone, 
schemes,  and  spread  the  influence  of  their  hIas-|i[,ggtow3  on  us  all  those  blessings  that  we  need— 
phemous  dogmas,  let  not  the  friends  ot  hiblejl  that  from  the  first  dawn  of  our  being  he  has  ever 
truth  and  Christian  liberty  sleep  on  their  post.  watched  over  us  for  good — protected  us  in  our 
W’e  hear  from  various  quarters  of  the  joy  and  infantile  weakness,  guided  us  through  the  way- 
satisfaction  e.xpresscd  by  our  subscribers  on  learn-  |i  W'ardness  and  dangers  ol  youth,  and  in  manhood 
ing  that  Br.  A.  B.  Grosli  is  to  be  associated  with  '  thrown  around  us  the  arms  of  his  aflectionato 
us  in  conducting  the  next  volume  of  the  Magazine  providence  !  Is  there  a  heart  so  cold— can  there 
and  Advocate.  Br.  L.  L.  Saddler  of  Genesee  co.  ^  so  insensible- as  to  feel  no  gratitude  to 

writes,  “I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  Br.  Grosh  has  j  -Author  of  all  good  ? 

concluded  to  enter  the  field  of  Editorial  labor  and  ;  annual  season  of  thanksgiving  has  asso- 

to  assrK:iate  himself  with  you  in  conducting  the  j  ‘^‘‘‘ted  witii  it  a  thousand  tender  recollections — 

•  Magazine  and  Advocate,  both  on  your  account,  j  thousand  inexpressible  and  thrilling  fe.  .ings  of 
in  diminishing  the  excessive  cares  that  devolve!  •■he  sports  of  early  childhood,  the  inno- 

on  you,  and  on  account  of  the  prosperity  of  the!  »»‘usements  and  gaieties  of  youtli,  the  fond- 

paper.  Br.  Grosh  has  much  prepossession  in  his  1  I>“''en‘al  love,  when  the  long  absent  and 

favor  in  this  region.”  Br.  Drew  the  w  orthy  Ed-  j  children  of  the  same  family  once  more 

itor  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  speaking  of  the  I  ret'"-''®*!  •<>  receive  the  paternal  benediction  and 
association  of  Br.  Grosh  in  this  department,  says  1  carcs.ses,  and  mingle  again  around 

“The  Magazine  and  .\dvocate  is  an  excellent  pa-’j  h°«P'‘-hle  board  and  social  fireside,  the 

per  now-it  must  be  dot,6/v  so  hereafter.”  Wheth-  solicitude  then  expressed  f.r  the  future 

,  •  '  r  .1  ■  r  .  ■  w-eltare  of  the  rising  progeny,  while  pouring  forth 

cr  the  paper  IS  deserving  of  this  compliment  or  ^  .  * 

,  ,  ,,  .  .  ,  ^  ...  ;  the  thank  offering  for  past  favors  to  the  Father  of 

not  we  shall  not  pretend  to  say,  but  we  intend  on  ,,  .u  n  l  ■  ■  .  ■ 

.  .  ,  ^  a-  .  .  1  •.  1  .L  -  “11  nicrcies — these  all  throng  upon  the  mind  in 

our  part  to  relax  no  efforts  to  make  it  both  enter-  ,  ■  ,  ........  ... 

.  .  ,  -  ,  I  quick  succession, and  fill  it  with  sensations  which 

taming  and  useful.  ' 


,  no  language  can  express.  At  the  same  time,  a 
The  Sentinel  and  Star  in  the  IVeet  commenced  retrospect  of  the  past  season  alone,  will  awaken 
iis  second  vohimein  October  last,  and  we  are  hap-  ,  “  ttc'v  train  of  ideas,  equally  calculated  to  inspire 
py  to  see  a  visible  improvement  in  its  matter  and  gratitude  in  the  heart,  causing  it  to  exclaim, 
manner,  as  it  advances  in  age,  and  to  learn  that '  “Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 
Its  patronage  is  increasing.  It  is  a  useful  anxil-  benefits  :  let  all  that  is  wi' bin  me  bless  his  holy 
iary  to  our  cause  m  the  west,  and  we  wish  ifsed-  '  name.” 

itor’s  abundant  success  in  their  laudable  exertions  ||  have  all  abundant  rca  onto  bo  thankful 
in  the  cause  of  truth.  '  for  past  favors,  present  benefit  J,  and  hopes  of  fu- 

The  Christian  Intelligencer  commences  a  new  !  ?«otl— “*“•  »••!•  lives  have  been  spared,  our 

volume  on  the  first  of  Janua.y,  at  the  same  time  continued,  that  we  have  been  favored  with 

with  us.  The  birth  day  of  both  papers  being  the  >  *  pleasant  and  fiiiitful  season,  that  the  former 
same,  we  are  happy  to  shake  hands  with  Br.  Drew  g“‘l>ercd  in  with 

,  as  uften  at  least  US  once  a  year;  for  wc  consider  ^'*^  **^  lliat  our  garners 

to  discontinue  taking  the  paper  at  the  end  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer  one  of  the  best  con- and  our  cups  made  to  run  over-that 

ducted  and  most  valuable  papers  that  we  receive,  government  is  successful,  our  nation  power- 
-  j  ful  and  peaceful,  our  commerce  prosperous,  our 

THANKSGIVING.  ! civil,  literary  and  religious  institutions  yet  free. 


present  volume ;  a  considerable  number  of  new 
subscribers  has  also  been  added  to  our  list ;  and 
wc  have  the  assurance  of  many  of  our  agents  that 
in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  respectable 
additions  will  be  made  on  the  first  of  January. — 


How’ pleasing  is  the  exercise  of  gratitude,  to  a  ;  liberal  and  benignant — and  that  the  same  spirit 
mind  properly  humble  under  a  sense  of  its  entire  o*"  f-’cedom,  that  strengthened  the  hearts  and  ner- 
Now  is  a  good  time  for  them  to  be  active  in  pro- i  dependence  on,  and  obligations  to,  that  great  .  ved  the  arms  of  our  patriotic  sires  in  obtaining 
curing  and  forwarding  the  names  ol  new  and  and  good  Being  from  whom  flow  all  his  corn-  '““'1  establisliing  the  liberty  of  this  nation,  is  now 
good  subscribers.  We  hspe  where  any  one  con-  furts  and  blessings !  How  delightful  to  the  chris-  infusing  itself  into  other  nations,  kindling  its  fires 
eludes  to  discontinue,  lie  will  procure  some  other  tja„  heart  to  “bow  before  his  presence  with  I •1’^  coldest  regions  of  political  despotism,  and 
one  to  take  in  his  stead.  o  hope  also  the  dis-  j,  thanksgiving,  show  himself  glad”^in  the  parental  j  lighting  its  torch  in  the  darkest  caverns  of  cccle- 
continuances  will  be  few,  and  the  additions  many.  |  protecting  mercy  of  his  Father  and  j  *iastical  tyranny. 


/ 
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Ill  view  of  ail  those  bltSMU^s  to  us  iind  to  man¬ 
kind,  let  our  soulo  ba  liil.^J  wit!)  the  deopi  tt  firat- 
itudo,  the  profoundest  reverence  and  tlie.  tino  - 
rest  love  to  t!)0  Giver  of  every  s;o<xJ  and  pi  tCeoi 
gift;  and  let  the  fruit  of  our  lives  he  such  ns  to 
show  that  wo  are  not  insensible  of  our  ohli^u-  ; 
tions.  We  can  consistently  s!iow  our  grutitiide  j 
to  God  only  by  doin^  good  to  men.  !l 

A  FAILURE. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  we  puWisIiod  an 
article  in  our  46th  No.  from  tlie  Western  Recor¬ 
der,  headed  “  Praclica!,”  relating  the  <  i.-.  uinstan- 
ces  of  a  Univcrsalist’s  purjuring  himself  by  bear¬ 
ing  false  vritness,  &c.  and  made  some  strictures  ^ 
on  it,  calling  it  a  li!)cl,  a  fabrication,  bearing  the 
marks  of  lalsehood  on  its  very  face;  and  stating 
that  if  Mr.  I  lasting’s  teachers  would  prove  it  true, 
or  any  thing  resembUn<'  it,  we  would  ehcci fil¬ 
ly  retract  all  that  wc  hud  said  about  him,  Si.c. 
This,  however,  none  of  them  have  atiompti'd  to 
do.  We  also  made  mention  of  other  slaiiderons 
stories  that  that  paper  had  piiblislied;  and  among 
others  the  “account  of  a  professed  Univcrsalist 
and  drunkard  and  liar,”  publis!i<;d  a  little  more 
than  a  year  since.  (See  Evangelical  Magazine 
for  Nov.  14,  18*20.)  It  skeins  one  of  his  ti  achers 
has  undertook  to  estalrlisli  the  truth  of  this  latter 
account,  and  called  on  us  to  “  redeem  our  pledge.” 
But  ho  has  altogether  failed  in  alteiiipliiig  to  ■ 
establish  the  truth  of  the  story. 

■We  have  received  a  ver)*  bungling  letter,  sign¬ 
ed,  “Noah  Davis,”  denouncing  us  for  our  having  ' 
exposed  the  folly  of  the  prctcii  Jed  revival  i;i  Uti¬ 
ca,  after  wdiich  he  prrKiceds  to  estubhsli  the  story 
last  alluded  to — says  that  w!  ilc  ilriving  a  team 
between  this  vill.ign  and  Wiiitesborougli,  Mr. 

A -  [Who  is  this  Mr.  A - ?]  of  the  town  rd’ 

-  [Whore  is  the  town  of - located?]  who  ; 

was  going  the  same  way  [  asseJ  in  ■  with  a  wag¬ 
gon,”  &.C.  He  then  goes  on  to  relate  tlie  circuin-  ^ 
stances  of  the  man’s  fulling  from  his  waggon,  in¬ 
toxicated,  &  narrowly  escaping  with  his  life,  and  j 
the  conversation  he  had  with  him  on  the  subject  | 
of  his  wounds  the  next  morning,  when  he  lied  to  [ 
him  about  the  circumstances  ;  and  after  finding  '; 
that  ho  could  not  deceive  him,  and  being  told  of  i 
the  sad  condition  he  would  have  been  in,  bad  be  I 
gone  thus  suddenly  to  eternity,  the  man  in  the  , 
course  of  the  conversation  told  him  he  w.as  a 
Universalist,  but  in  a  way  (allow  ing  the  eoii- ! 
versation  ever  took  place)  ver}*  uiJ'x.rcHt  from  j 
that  slated  in  the  Recorder,  and  in  such  a  way 
too  as  would  load  any  discerning  person  at  once ; 
to  discover  that  he  was  not  a  Universalist — that 
he  either  said  it  to  get  rid  of  this  calrciuimnn,  or  | 
most  probably  for  the  purpose  of  burlescjuriiig  ■ 
Univcrsalism.  i 

But  the  fact  is,  there  is  no  proof  of  the  truth  of  ^ 
the  story  from  this  letter.  V»'c  ealloir  on  Mr., 
Hastings,  at  the  lime,  for  the  name  of  the  person, ' 
his  place  of  residence,  the  lime  when  the  occii;  rcncc  i 
took  place,  and  evidence  that  all  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  attending  it  were  as  related  in  the  story.  But 
this,  Mr.  Davis  has  not  furnished.  The  circum- 
Btanccs  are  quite  different,  if  they  ever  occurred 


'at  all ,  and  we  arc  not  fiinii.s!i<’d  willi  names,  &c.  • 
las  required.  If  any  suiiiiar  o'.currincc  rver  took 
pi  ice,  wo  Invr  no  id 'a  t'lal  the  inau  was  a  I,  ni- 
vo.3ulisl,aiid  s'lioiiid  not  be  surpiiscd  if  be  slioulJ 
turn  out  to  bi.  II  I’l, 1  yli  li  iii.  ' 


MR.  RK0'.VN80N’8  I, UTTER  '1 0  THE 
EDITOR. 

^Ve  willingly  give  jdace  to  the  following  com-  \ 
inimioation  from  Mr.  O.  A.  Rrownson.  It  is  a' 
woll  writton  b.ttor,  and  seems  to  breathe  a  good  | 
spliii.  Of  the  consistency  of  Ills  past,  and  the; 
proprietv  of  his  present  coiirs'.*,  as  well  as  of  the  j 
-i.ifirily  of  Ills  professions  and  the  prospect  of 
Iiis  future  nsefnliiCs?,  not  ourself,  but  the  public' 
must  be  the  judge.  \Vn  can  only  speak  as  an  in-  ‘ 
dividual.  As  Biieh  we  say,  if  he  has  never  pub- 1 
licly  renounced  ciiristianity,  then  we  have  been  , 
much  misinf(irmrd,aud  that  too  by  thosein  whose  | 
jii'lgiiient  and  veracity  wo  jdaced  the  fullest  con- ; 
fidcitee.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  it  is  rigid  | 
and  just  that  be  should  be  beard.  For  one,  we! 
Iiaibor  no  iil  w  ill — not  the  least  unfriendly  feeling  \ 
lowardx  iiiin,  but  feci  the  most  lively  interest  in  i 
bis  liuppi.ies®,  prosperi.y  and  usefulness.  We 
are  fiiliy  as*-ur<  d,  to  use  bis  own  language,  that 
“Cliri.-liuns  will  not  refuse  to  forgive  past  errors, ' 
if  bis  future  eniirse  be  «-oirecl.”  Time  w  ill  deter¬ 
mine,  end  tl'.c  [uiblic  w  ill  decide  right  in  the  end. 

I.e  Roy,  Nov.  23,  1330.  ' 

nrnther  Skinner: — I  wish,  through  tin*  modi- ' 
urn  of  vour  iisi  fii!  aud  widely  eireiilated  journal,  . 
to  Miake  some  otisci vations  to  I'lc  publi',  in 
w'lii  h  1  am  mys'  If,  more  than  any  otlieis,  into-  , 
rested.  ' 

I  :;  ’'“1  not  ineufim  tba*  I  was  form'i’v  a  pr"a- 
c!icr  in  til”  Uoiveis.iii-t  c.iu  ic.'iion,  nor  ll.at  ttic 
Universalisis  liave  wiio  drawn  fellowship  from  me,  i 
on  the  supposdi'i'i  that  I  have  renounced  el  :s.  | 
liauitv.  The  pulilic  are  alreiidv  epi”'’'-  ' 

While  a  preaeli  T,  I  was  I  rd,  from  tlie  littl"  know  I- 
edge  it  i=  pos-jible  for  us  lo  oblain  of  Divine  sti!). 
jeets — from  ihe  abuses  w  bieli  bad  been  made  of 
he  natural  ercdiiliiy  of  the  bnman  mind — from  ' 
the  (  vils  of  s  'ctai  1.111  r’oniroversi  's  jealousies; 
and  auimnsiiiis — from  the  inealciilable  miscliii  fs 
iifpiicstcrift,  and  iiijn  ii  s  innietcd  and  in.fiicting; 
upon  till*  human  family,  by  an  orcai.izcd  priest-  | 
hood— fioiii  some  real,  or  sjunposed  iinkindncss  . 
on  the  part  of  ilinse  wiio  sh'uild  have  been  my  I 
friends;  to  doubt  the  truth  of  a!l  nligioo,  and  os-  j 
pceially  the  propriety  of  sectaiian  pn  aehiiig. —  l 
3'lirs  ■  doti'ils  daily  b  -ca  ne  so  miini;r>.iis  and  so  | 
sl"ong.  that  I  was  eompelb  d,  in  jnstire  lo  inv- ! 
s  If  aid  to  Ihe  pub'ie,  to  snsneiirl  inv  r-l  rica'dii- 
li  s.  A  mis.i  'oreiio-.sion  of  inv  in  >tivc-  and  niy  | 
eontrr:p!ated  fn'  nr"  ronrse,  I 'd  <o  mneh  obloquy 
and  nqiroacli,  wt|ie!i  have  necasioned  me  nn  lit-  . 
lie  pain,  as  well  as  excited  no  little  pri'judicc  in  ; 
the  piihti-;  mind  against  me.  I 

I  say,  I  h.iil  doubts,  but  Idiil  not  puhlish  those  I 
don!)t«  ;  and  ihoueli  I  did  not  e’liiru  to  be  a  be-  : 
I’crer,  1  was  not  an  nnheli'^rer.  My  own  mind  w  is 
unseii|e<!,  an  I  I  deemed  it  improper  to  sav  anglif 
ill  favor,  or  against  religion,  in  my  pub'ie  rum-  j 
mUMieaiions.  Ii  was  iheiefore.  in  mv  view,  in-  I 
correct  to  sav  t'lat  I  had  publicly  renounced  re  j 
ligion.  That  I  hav"  n"Ver  done,  to  mv  knowl¬ 
edge.  I  saw  the  I  dinring  (dass  9  of  community  | 
depre«s-d.  and  I  wished  to  do  some'bieg  to  me-  i 
liornte  lli.  ir  condition.  A  privileged  i  lei gy  o|;- 
posed  Ill",  and  I  exp  s  d  llicirnafl  an  I  question¬ 
ed  the  utility  of  their  preaching.  Bi,t  I  made  no 
attack  upon  religion,  nor  did  I  meditate  one. — 
However  iinjiroper  was  my  proceeding,  my  mo¬ 
tives  were  good  ;  my  o'ojecta  were  benevolent ;  I 


acted  conseicnliousK,  and  piirsu'-d  tlie  only 
i  rnirsa  I  could,  <  oiisislcnlly  with  the  then  slate 
ol  iny  niii.d. 

I  have  ever  liecn  a  bold  t.dvocate  of  frre  cn. 
qni.y,  a:id  of  i.i  nlai  indepeii  ence.  inert*  is  no 
subj  'ct  iliai  I  lifiye  deemed  too  saered  to  be  r*. 
ainiiicd,  no  o;  iniou,  however  vr  nerab'e  from  its 
lone  hlii.idiiig,  or  the  number  of  its  votaries  that 
I  have  liesiluted  to  iliscard  whr  ii  convinced  of 
its  family.  This  temper  of  mind  I  still  possess 
and  b  lieve  I  shall  carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave! 

I  may  err  in  exer.  ising  it,  and  am  now  eonvim 
ced  1  have  erred,  but  I  have  been  honest  in  mv 
error,  and  have  yet  to  learn  that  error  in  opinion 
is  a  bciiious  offence — an  unpardonable  crir'•!^ 

’J'iio  last  year  has  been,  lo  nre,  replete  witli  in- 
striiclioii.  I  liave  enquired  and  reflected  much, 

1  have  seen  man  in  a  new  light — have  beheld  Si> 
eiely  on  a  side,  before,  by  me,  unseen.  Thecon- 
scqiience  has  lieen  the  dissipation  of  some  of  iho 
doubts  which  I  btfoie  euterlained.  My  views  of 
tilings  have  in  some  degree  been  changed.  I 
have  calmly  rcviow’ed  the  subject  of  religion  I 
have  listened  lo  its  opposers,  liavo  examined  the 
arguments  against  it.  I  have  aimed  to  satisfy 
my  own  mind.  I  have  succeeded.  Though  nev¬ 
er  pnblii  !y  denying  cbristinnity,  1  now  publicly, 
and  solemnly,  avo  w  my  belief  in  it.  Not  indc^' 
as  it  has  generally  been  preacbnci,  but  as  devel- 
Ojicd  in  the  si  i  pic  lessons  <4  Jesus. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  scan  the  Deity.  I  adoro 
him  ns  the  spirit  of  all  wisdom,  pow’er  and  good¬ 
ness.  1  Call  him  “my  E  ither,”  and  trust  him  as 
Snell.  How  be  exists,  I  know  not,  ask  not.  R 
•aii-*fi.  s  m  - fo  call  liiin  llie  Father  of  all,  “in 

wboin  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being.” _ 

I  eiigage  in  no  controve-sv  respecting  the  person 
of  Jesus  ;  ii  is  enough  for  me  that  I  am  convinced 
of  the  truth,  cxoi  iicnee  and  utility  of  what  ba 
taught.  His  religion,  ns  he  taught  if,  I  firmly 
ll■‘li.•vc  will  have  tlic  most  happy  moral  tendon- 
cv  :  and  that  its  imivorsal  |  rcvalence  would  make 
all  lioly  anil  bapoy,  I  doubt  not.  That  it  will 
univcrsallv  pr<  vail  and  tlie  woild  b'  como  regen- 
<  rated  and  happy,  is  my  earnest  prayer  and  my 
unwavering  leliif. 

I  a-  know  ledge,  many  are  prejudiced  against  me; 
but, «  onscioiis  of  the  reetiliidoof  my  own  inten- 
tuiu<,  I  know  not  anv  good  reason  why  I  should 
shrink  from  what  appears  tobemy  duty,  I  have 
done  wrong,  but  that  s’lorild  not  be  a  reason  wliy 
I  may  not  do  goo  I.  I  have  wandered  from  my 
Eailier’s  house,  but  why  ni.ay  I  not  return?  Ho 
is  ready  to  meet  and  embrace  the  returning  pro¬ 
dig  il.  .Fesiis  exhorted  bis  disciples  to  forgive  the 
oiramling  brother.  IVill  Christians  refuse  to  for¬ 
give  my  pa<t  errors,  if  my  future  course  be  cor¬ 
rect  ?  I  do  not  believe  they  will. 

As  I  entered  the  mini- try  from  pure  motives,  at 
I  left  it  from  I  lie  same,  I  know  not  w  hy  I  may 
not  resume  it,  being  now  convinced  it  is'the  best 
way  in  which  I  eaii  be  useful  to  my  fellow  beings. 
I  w  ish  to  1  ibor  in  ilie  viney.ard  of  iny  itia  iter,  &to 
ll'•vo;e  my  life  lo  the  promulgation  of  the  glad  ti¬ 
dings  ol  salvation.  If  the  prodigal  may  not  return, 
if  the  lost  slieep  may  lioJ  rciufn  t'l  the  fold,  if  I 
innv  not  lirv,-  tlieo|)portunity  to  wipe  off  tlx  stein 
I  have  brought  upon  the  cause  of  Christ,  then  I 
must  siihmit.  I  throw  myself  upon  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  Christian  feeling  of  the  ruiblic. 

O.  A.  Brown'sok. 

[For  the  Magasine  and  -'Idtoeale,] 
ENDLESS  MISERV._ITS FOUNDATION  IN 
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Why  IS  it  that  men  of  sense,  possessing  rea¬ 
soning  faculties,  labor  so  indtislnously  in  vindi- 
eafiiig  a  R.'iitiment,  whieli  not  only  robs  God  of 
bis  attribiiti's,  Jesiis  of  bis  “purchased  posses¬ 
sion,”  but  is  at  variance  with  the  prayers  and 
best  desires  of  every  benevolent  and  philanthro¬ 
pic  soul?  Man  desires  happiness  for  himself; 
but  why  is  it  that  he  contends  so  strenuously  for 
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the  doctrine  of  endless  miser  for  liis  fjlow  man?  | 
No  man  in  liis  sober  sens  s  believes  in  endless 
misery  iijr  hitiiselt*  He  has  this  reserved  I'-r 
RnrKher — his  neighbor — or  somo  oilier  wicked  ; 
person.  Show  me  a  pers  <ii  who  belicvis  end¬ 
less  misery  for  liimselt,  and  1  will  show  you  one  j 
laboring  under  all  tiie  horrors  ot  despair.  Si'(/-  ; 
righleoirsnes3  is  the  foundation  of  endless  misery.  , 
It  is  a!lf-ri"hteoiunts3  which  says,  bell  is  built  lorj; 
another,  not  for  me — 1  am  good,  an  obje.ct  ol  iii-j 
vine  favor — otherwise,  1  should  receive  the  doom;' 
of  my  brother.  A  person  who  believes  in  endless  • 
misery  for  another,  and  not  for  hinisell,  bi  lievesh 
itfroin  the  consideration  that  Clod  lovi  s  Utm  b.  l- 
ter  than  he  docs  his  broiher,  and  tlial  he  loves 
him  better  becausa  heir  better;  or  otlieiwise, 
that  God  is  partial  witliout  cause.  A  large  pro-|, 
portion  of  the  human  family  fancy  to  tlicmselves 
that  they  are,  and  ever  shall  be,  lavoritesol  t'od, 
and  enjoy  the  smiles  of  his  countenance,  white' 
their  fe’.l.ow  creatures,  made  and  formed  hy_  llici 
same  God,  will  forever  endure  the  curse  ot  hiS|, 
frowns.  ...  .  i,  ' 

Now  this  notion  h.ns  its  foundation  in  , 

roiwiiMJ.  It  is  this  that  luiiises  man  to  believe  in 
endless  miserv  for  his  feliow-nian,  and  not  for 
himself.  Strip  a  man  of  his  sej/’ ri"hUou3nes3,  and 
lie  will  then  see  how  God  c.nn  have  ni  TCt’  on  liis 
neighbor,  as  well  as  on  liimselt.  Dcstioy  ibe 
p.'inciple  of  self  riglit  oiisness  in  our  limit. nian 
uretliren,  nnd  they  will  then  sec  the  salvaiion  ot 
the  whole  human  family  in  the  Siinie  w’ay,andoii 
the  same  principle  that  they  see  their  own.’ 

If,  as  the  .Apostle  says,  we  arc  saved  hy  grace,'! 
and  that  not  of  ourselves,  being  the  giU  ot  God, 
why  is  it  that  they  are  not  willing  that  all  man¬ 
kind  shall  share  the  s.imc  grace  or  favor  I  Ans. 
ll  ia  self  righteoxisntss.  Tins  doci line  of  exclusive 
fjvorilcism  was  manufactured  and  nurtured  inllie 
school  of  set/  righteousness.  The  rras  ni  why  our 
liinitari.in  brethren  believe  God  will  savo  lliciii, 
to  the  exclusion  of  otlicrs  of  the  human  ia<  c,  is 
because  they  have  done  sonietiiing  good,  where 
by  God  will  save  them  for  that  goodness.  Oth¬ 
ers  have  been  wicked  and  have  not  done  that 
good  whicli  they  liave,  as  the  reason  w  hy  God 
will  not  save  llioin  also.  All  this  is  the  oft'pring 
and  spirit  of  *£?/'Wg/i/roi!S.ie.rT.  1  know  liowcrcr, 
that  these  would-be-Heaveii’s-c.xchisive-favoritf  s 
are  urgent  in  their  confessions  that  if  they  are  sa¬ 
ved,  they  are  saved  by  grace  ul  jiie,  and  iliatlhey  ■ 
me  It  nothing  at  the  hands  of  God.  Dot  there 
happens  to  be  a  diir^rcnec  between  spying  a  thing 
«nd  carrying  it  out  in  principle.  Their  cmil'essions  | 
are  but  words.  But  their  principles  give  us  ideas 
which  are  clearly  developed  by  their  theory  and 
practice.  Tliey  may  contend  also  that  as'every 
favor  is  from  above,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
in  their  fiilh  as  salvation  by  works,  or  self  right¬ 
eousness.  But  why  did  Paul  declare  that  salva¬ 
tion  was  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast? 
AVhv  did  he  say  of  some,  “they  being  ignorant  of 
Gorf’s  righteousness  and  going  about  tocsiahlish 
theirovvn  righteoii.sncss,  have  not  submitted  them¬ 
selves  unto  the  righteousness  of  God  ?”  lIu  J  he 
reference  only  to  some  Jews  in  his  day,  wlio  ex¬ 
pected  heaven  by  an  ohservanen  of  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  law  ?  Is  there  no  ceremonial  righteousness  at 
the  present  age  which  may  be  termed  self  lighl- 
eousness?  .Are  religionists  at  the  present  day- 
free  from  this  charge  !  Wh^  is  it  that  the  priest, 
who  bcl.oves  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  so 
often  visits  the  sick  man’s  bed  and  endeavors  by 
the  fears  and  terrors  of  a  future  state,  to  harrow 
up  his  soul  and  till  him  with  anguish  and  despair? 
.And  though  the  sick  man  feels  and  expresses  a 
perfect  reconciliation  to  the  will  of  his  God,  and 
fecis  w  illing  to  risk  his  life  and  his  all  in  the  hands 
of  his  Creator  ;  yet  this  is  not  enough,  especially 
if  he  be  a  Universalist — he  is  questioned  by  the 
Priest:  “Do  you  feel  that  you  deserve  the  pain--, 
of  hell,  and  that  it  would  be  just  in  God  to  cast 
you  off  forever  ?”  Now  what  is  the  amount  of 
such  inquiries  ?  Tli-?  most  charitabK'  construe- ' 


tiun  (admitting  that  he  seeks  the  ultimate  good 
of  the  sick  man’s  Soul,)  we  c.i  i  give  fieiii,  is  mi#, 
li  ■  Mew#  the  siek  mail  lieSiKUte  ot  a  quiiliiiea- 
tiuii  entltiiiig  him  to  lieaveii:  I.  e.  he  Mews  him 
desliiiite  ot  a  ‘■rigulLvu.sness  cj  Uts  urn,”  or  sdj 
|■igh'tc(^us^.lcss.  '1  lie  siek  man  teds  n  signed  to 
the  -.v'lll  ul  Ins  Cieator.  Lint  the  piiest  not  con¬ 
tent  w  ith  tins,  wishes  him  possessed  of  some  kind 
of  feeling,  or  quahiieatiuii  of  Ins  own,  whereby  he 
may  be  eiilitlerl  to  liouveii,  aside  Iromhis  nilliiig- 
iiess  lo  liiist  Inmsdfiiluiie  in  the  uuUii'c  and  right-  : 
cuusn.s.s  ot  tioJ.  Ill  a  word,  he  wi.siies  the  sick 
■nan  pussessej  of  (lie  same  qual.heuiion,  or  liglit. 
cousiiess  iMilr  uliieh  he  is  possessed,  iiauidy  : 
si/y  riglUiousness.  1  care  iiul  i>y  ulial  iiume  tins 
iiglitonsness  is  eallcti,  wlielher  it  he  a  righteous 
uiUmaiice  ot  the  Jiic,  a  lighteoiisiie.ss  cf  me  lieu- 
Citen  by  butliiiig  m  the  Uuiiges,  or  some  peeuliur- 
lly  or  uiieoiiimon  letting  ot  Uie  cliiisliuii.  1  all 
a  n  se.f  .  ighteousncss,  iijusinuiii  us  its  reliuiiee  is 
on  soniellinig  aside  lioin  a  lirni  liust  alone  in  tlie 
riglileuusiicss  ot  the  tlrealor.  J  uni  led  lu  tli-  se 
rclleclloiis  irolii  liuMiig  v.itmssed  the  slek  o.d  c.t 
llic  ceinposeil  and  re-eoiuiieo  L  iiiversahsl.  Visited 
hy  tiiese  unreeontiled  jiiie#ts,  who  view  Hear- 
en’s  luvors  peculiar  lo  tiiemselves,  and  think  that 
heaven  can  be-  obtained  only  by  some  strange  . 
and  uiiaeeuuiitable  leehiig,  or  an  assent  ot  tlie  I 
mind  lo  some  peeiihar  oogma.  Now  tliese.-uinc 
people,  tliougl.  they  pie-ltnd  liiey  e.xpeet  heaven 
as  a  liee,  unuoliglil,  unmeiileil  gill,  w.il  visit  tlie- 
sxk  and  dying  wiili  a  mcvv  ta  narrow  up  tluir 
sou  s,  and  if  possiule,  cause  them  to  despair  ol 
Ood  s  goodiies.s,  tiiiiiknig  llieiehy  tiiat  tins  des¬ 
pair  and  distrust  will  tiuii  lit  tiicm  tor  heaven. — 
.All  that  now  remains  to  qiiali  y  them  ajier  -this 
process,  IS  to  trust  atone  in  liiu  iiiurey  ot  cied.  It 
would  not  liuve  d-iiie  barely  to  have  thus  trusted 
III  Ciod  111  the  til  St  place — Inr  in  tire  lirst  place, 
they  must  de.'ij/ Ills  goodness,  and  Ills 

ineicy  ;  anil  tiun,  atieiwurd  bc.icre  in  Hi#  gooil- 
nc's.^,  and  ti list  in  ills  nie.  y.  'I'iius  tliu  im.id  is 
made  to  peiforiii  a  kind  ot  somLise;,  h.  lore  il  cun 
pass  the  limitariai.’s  test.  .Alier  a  person  lias 
gone  lliriiiigli  tins  prue-ss,  he  is  llicii  sullltijrilly 
qnahtied  lor  h-raveii,  and  liius  ills  that  tins  qiiai- 
itieatioii  or  proc-c.ss,  is  l.ie  righteousness  by  w  i.mli 
he  IS  adiiiilted  to  lieaveii  ;  and  by  tins  process 
they  make  out  a  lightcousne.is  ot  their  ow  ii — so 
r.-ads  the  liiinlarian  p.lan.  But  says  an  ohjettor, 
“you  d.stroy  the  id-.a  ol  Si.tj  rig.'inuusinsj  b_i  yo  ir 
own  leniaiUs:  tor  liow  is  a  pe.-soii  s.  It  ngmeou# 
when  he  Iru.ns  lo  the  rigiiteousness ot  another — 
even  of  God  ?”  Ans.  if  a  poison  trust  only  to 
the  righteousness  ot  (iod,  it  i#  not  sell  rigiitcou.#- 
iic.ss.'  But  we  have  siiowa  that  the  limitaiian 
does  not  trust  alone  in  God’s  iighleousness,  but 
in  a  particular  proeefser  p.-eparalinn  ol  the  mind. 

I  yvill  illustrate  llii#  fact  a  lilile  lu.tncr.  1  iie  h- 
inituiian,  or  he  who  believes  in  endl  .’»s  misery 
for  lies  neighbor  and  not  lor  himsill,  trusts  or  be¬ 
lieves  God  Will  give  lo  him  an  nninortul  and  gli>- 
lions  cxi.sicnce ;  but  bnicves  tliat  he  wno  dots 
not  trust  in  the  same  Being  lor  the  same  tavor, ' 
will  not  receive  it.  Now  liere  is  the  its/.  Doe# 
this  man  make  the  goodne.*.#  ot  God  the  ground 
w  ork  ol  his  suImiIioii  ?  or  does  he  make  his  tailli 
and  trust  in  tliat  goodness  the  giouiid  w  ork  !  \ 
The  latter  most  t-erluirily:  fir  he  tonlen.i#,  if  lie 
iiud  not  tiiis  l.iitli,  he  would  he  excluded  troiii 
this  inlieritaiicc.  lie  makes  his  failii  the  cause 
of  God's  faithfulness  lo  him.  \\  hercus,  if  the 
apostle  Paul  be  correct,  Hod  strips  the  sinner  ol ! 
this  righleousi-iess,  tliat  the  praise  may  not  bo  “ol ! 
men  but  of  God.” — Rom.  ii ;  2J.  And  lienco  he! 
interrogates;  “for  what  if  some  did  no/  believe/' 
Shall  their  unbelief  rnuka  the  filth  {J'aithfidncss)  of' 
God  without  effect?  Ood  forbid,  iea  let  Ood  6ej 
true,  but  i  very  man  a  liar.”  But  the  rioiiun  that  i 
the  self  righteous  entertain,  is  directly  the  reverse  I 
of  the  .Apostle’#  reasoning.  'I’licy  would  have  it  1 
thus.  It  we  believe,  and  are  failblul  to  God,  (.!<xl  j 
will  be  faithful  to  us;  but  if  we  do  not  believe,! 
and  are  n-^t  fiitliful,  iliis  will  destroy  God’#  faith- 


fulness,  or  render  it  w  ithout  effect.  This  is  the 
most  popular  sentiment  in  all  Christendom  ;  and 
yet  it  IS  111  the  opinion  of  the  writer  of  this  article 
a  direct  perversion  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  tho 
grace  of  God.  It  is  in  opposition  to  the  sentiment 
niculcalcd  by  the  .Apostle  John,  who  says,  “here¬ 
in  is  love,  not  tliat  we  loved  God, but  that  belov¬ 
ed  II.S,  and  seat  hi-  son  lo  be  the  propitiation  for 
our  sms.”  “.And  w-e  have  seen  and  do.  testify 
tliat  the  Father  sent  the  Son,  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  woild.” — 1  Johniv;  U>,  14.  But  the  self 
righteous  w  ill  say,  you  destroy  all  motives  to  vir¬ 
tue  and  all  com/iiiciis  to  imuiurtal  life.  1  admit 
tliat  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  .Apostles  des¬ 
troys  all  cont/ttians  of  iini;iortul  life,  for  they  al¬ 
ways  eontended  that  il  was  the  free,  unmerited 
giliottiod.  Bull  do  not  admit  that  because 
iliis  is  a  fact,  it  destroys  all  motives  to  vi.lue.— 
Cuiiuot  mail  be  virluou.s  unless  he  expects  eter¬ 
nal  hap|>.nc.ss  as  the  rew  ard  of  it  7  Or  will  man 
he  so  Vain  a#  to  believe  that  this  favor  is  bestow-- 
ed  ujiun  him  heeau.sc  he  has  an  evidence  of  tho 
tact  I  And  will  lie  he  so  contracted  a#  to  believe 
Ins  neighbor  vviii  be  eternally  damned  because  he 
lia#  not  this  evidence  /  Yes,  the  self  righteous 
man  will  be  just  so  contracted,  or  else  he  will  be¬ 
lieve  it,  because  he  deems  himself  so  much  bet¬ 
tor  than  his  n''iglibor.  I?  is  so  with  the  self 
rigliifoiis  Jew. — It  is  so  with  the  self  righteous 
Pagan.  It  is  so  with  the  seif  righteous  Christian. 
Ill  a  word,  it  is  so  with  every  person  who  sets 
bounds  to  liie  goodness  of  God,  and  deems  his 
teliow-  creature  an  heir  of  hell,  but  himself  an  heir 
ct  heaven.  It  is  all  the  fruit  of  self  righteousness. 

Tho  doctrine  that  tiod  is  good,  i.-npartiully  so, 
strip.#  man  of  his  self-righteousness.  VVlien  God 
created  man,  and  pronounced  him  good,  he  un- 
donbledly  designed  him  ultimately  for  immortal 
liappiiiesj.  In  process  of  time.  He  sent  His  Son 
J.  sus  to  irilorm  nic.ii  of  this  fact  by  his  precept ; 
am!  by  the  resurrection  from  tiie  dead.  But  lie- 
eause  some  men  have  the  evidence  of  this  fact, 
will  itiey-  c.xclude  others  because  they  have  not? 
V.  hat  a  seit  rigliieoiis  thought  is  this !  !  They 
make  eternal  lite  for  them  a  truth,  by  believing 
toe  record  ot  eternal  life bat  make  it  a  lie  to 
others  by  ihcirdisbelicving  it  ! !  But  was  it  not  a 
iiuiii  beiorc  they  b  licved  il  ?  Or  do  they  make 
it  a  ti  util  by  belijving  it  ?  What  says  the  Apos¬ 
tle  John- on  this  subject  ?  He  says  that  he  that 
b.lieveth  not  tlijs  record,  (vi*.  that  he  has  eternal 
hto  in  llie  Son  of  God,)  niaketh  God  a  liar  ;  i.  e. 
lie  treal#  (iod  as  a  liar.  But  if  the  unbeliever  had 
not  eternal  life  in  Christ,  how-  could  he  treat  God 
as  a  liar  by  not  believing  il?  The  answ-cr  is 
plain  and  obvious,  eternalTife  is  a  truth,  whether 
man  ht.lievcs  it  or  not.  His  believing  or  disbe- 
lievin",  alters  not  the  fact.  God’s  love  to  man 
is  the  same,  whether  he  believes  it  or  not-  VVitli 
God  there  is  no  variableness  or  slia  'ow  of  turn¬ 
ing.  Tiie  Apostle  Paul  very  clearly  r.stablishes 
this  s.inliment  vvlien  he  declares  that  nothing  shall 
he  able  to  separate  him  from  the  love  of  God. — 
Roll),  viii;  34,  33.  The  reader  will  bear  in  mind 
tirat  the  .Apostle  did  not  say,  he  was  persuaded 
that  nothing  s.Iiouid  bo  able  to  separate  God  from 
f.oio  his  and  bis  Hainan  brethren’s  love — but 
/.'i«i)i  the  and  bretbren  from  God’s  love. — 

Th"  .Apostle  rlid  not  know  b’lt  that  “things  to 
come”  might  in  process  of  time  render  some  of 
them  “cast  away#.”  lie  did  not  know  but  that 
they  would  apostatize  and  desert  tho  cause  of 
Const.  And  should  this  be  the  case,  he  was  nev- 
crtheless  fully  pcrs’jaded  that  God’s  love  was  the 
same,  nnd  that  nothing  present  or  future  could 
separate  them  from  it.  'I’he  impartial  goodness 
of  tiud  left  Paul  destitute  of  all  his  self  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  caused  him  to  confess  that  “all  .had  sin¬ 
ned  aiiJ  come  sliort  of  the  glory  of  God,  being 
jusiilied  freely  by  his  grace,"  &c.  And  also  “by 
the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am.”  Would  to 
God  our  limitarian  brethren  were  thus  divested 
of  their  self  righteousness.  Then  w-oiild  they 
have  le»s  ohjc'ijons  to  a  'reild’s  salvation.  .A.  C. 
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SACRED  DVRE. 


[From  the  Oneida  Observer  ] 
ExrRACTFROM  SAUL,  A  M.*.  POEM. 


A  distant  shriek  riii  's  o’er  the  murmuring  wave 
While  the  “ivierd  has”  I*  muttering  her  spclU  to 
the  grave; 

The  hoary,  the  aged,  is  called  to  the  light;— 
Beware  lest  bis  frown  shall  unnerve  thee  and  blight! 

He  comc!i!  the  pale  spectre!  the  cold  tomb  bath 
sighed 

And  yielded  her  dead  at  the  beldame’s  rash  bide; 
The  cearmenti  are  broken  that  bound  him  to  earth. 
And  the  phantom  walks  noiseless  and  shidowless 
forth!  ' 

Therc.’s  r  gath'ring  darkness  spread  o’er  thce.king — ' 
The  right  eagle,  flapiring  his  raven  black  wing,  1 
Shrieks  out  a  wild  dirge  is  thy  tingling  ear,  I 

While  thy  noble  form  tniuchcs  in  sh.adowy  Icar.  j 

The  voice  of  the  dead — “To  thy  warriors  away;  | 
And  with  spearmen.  an;l  bowmen,  in  l  a'.lle  array, 
March  forth  to  the  foe! — but  valley  and  flood 
Shall  drink  of  thine  own  and  thy  warriors’  blood !’> 

“Beware  of  Gilhoa'” — it  cea.scd  as  a  cloud  _  I 

From  the  mountain  closed  round  him— a  mist  wov¬ 
en  shroud! 

When  tile  form  had  all  faded, still  plaintive  in  sorrow 
The  voiee  from  the  tomb  rose,  “Beware  of  to-moi- 
row!”  C.  A.  G. 


das,  nor  does  it  even  imply  any  thing  agains  t  the; 
idea  of  his  salvation.  It  is  a  Hebraism,  a  kind  of 
phraseology  that  was  very  coiiiiiioii  with  the  He- ; 
brew  nation.  Similar  language  was  frequently 
used  by  them  and  applied  to  persons,  even  of  the  I 
most  tiViKcMs  character,  when  any  great  temporal  i 
calamity  bcfel,  or  was  about  to  befall  them.  Wit.  1 
ness  the  language  of  Job,  iii.  3  ct  seq,  “  Let  the  ^ 
day  perish  wherein  I  was  born,”  &c.  “  Let  that . 

day  be  darkness;  let  not  God  regard  it  from  above, 
neither  let  the  liglit  sliiiie  upon  it.  Let  darkness  j 
and  the  shadow  of  de.^tli  slain  it ;  let  aeloiid  dwell ; 
upon  it,”  Sic.  “  Why  died  I  not  from  the  womb  ?  | 
— For  now  should  I  have  lain  still  and  been  quiet, 

I  should  have  slept :  then  should  I  have  been  at  | 
rest — There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling ;  | 
and  there  the  weary  bo  at  rest.”  Witness  also  I 
tlic  language  of  Jt'rcmiali  \x.  14,  ct  seq.  “Cursed  i 
be  the  day  wherein  I  W'as  born :  let  not  the  day 
wherein  my  mother  bare  me  bo  blessed.  Cursed 
be  the  man  who  brought  tidings  to  my  fatlicr, 
saying,  A  man-child  is  born  unto  thee — Let  that 
man  he  as  the  cities  which  the  Lord  overthrew — ^ 
because  he  slew  me  not  from  the  womb.  Where-  | 
fore  came  I  forth  out  of  the  womb  to  see  labor! 
and  sorrow,  that  my  days  should  ho  consumed  ! 
with  shame  ?”  Now  unless  this  writer  will  allow  ; 
that  Job  and  Jeremiah — who  both  curbed  the  day  ! 
of  their  birth,  and  considered  that  it  would  have  ' 
been  “  better  fin-  Ihem  never  to  have  been  boih” — 
will  be  eternally  damned  ;  or  if  he  can  prove  that  = 
Job  and  Jereii'iah  were  or  w  ill  ever  be  saved  ;  hi.s 


Jl. D.\S  ISC.\KIOT.  .  argument  respecting  the  fate  of  Judas,  drawn 

In  the  Kocliester  Observer  of  the  19th  ull.  is  an  frym  tlicsc  words  is  good  for  nothing.  j 

article,  headed,  “  Universaham,”  copied  from  the'i  Solomon  says,  Eccl.  vi;  3,  4,  .5.  “If  a  man  live 
Gambler  Observer,  in  which  the  writer  undertakes  many' years,  so  that  thedavs  of  his  years  be  many, 
to  prove  the  eternal  damnation  of  Judas,  and  toj;  gj,y|  j,g  filled  with  good,  and  also  that 

overthrow  the  arguments  of  Universalists  in  fii'or  |,g  j,ave  no  Inirial ;  I  say  that  an  untimely  birth 
ofhis  ultimate  salvation.  He  undcrtakc.s  to  show-' i,  better  than  he:  for  ho  cometh  in  with  vanity, 
that  the  promise  of  Christ  to  the  twelve  apo3tlcs|l  and  deparleth  in  darkness.  Moreover  he  hath  : 
(Matt.  .\is.  23,)  while  Judas  was  one  of  them — not  seen  thcsiin,  nor  known  any  thing :  this  hath 
that  they  should  “  sit  on  fjee’nc  tlironcs,  judging^  more  rest  than  Ihr  other.”  Now  the  e.xprcssion 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel”— did  not  embrace  Ju-|  ofour  Saviour  relative  to  Judas  does  not  express 
das.  His  argument  is  this:  The  promise  cm-  the  idea  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  him- 
braced  those  only  who  had  followed  Christ  in  thcj^  never  to  have  existed,  or  that  he  would  be  a  loser 
regeneration ;  Judas  had  not  thus  followed  Christ, '  by  his  existence;  but  simply,  using  a  Hebraism,  it 
liecausc  he  is  called  a  “thief,”  a  “traitor,”  and ||  would  have  been  good  for  him  had  he  not  !j 
declared  to  have  a  Devil:  therefore  the  pro:nise!  fconi.  Had  he  died  an  untimely  birth  and  gone* 
did  not  extend  to  him.  immediately  to  rest,  l>e  would  have  been  saved 

Now  we  may  as  conclusively  prove  that  Peter'  from  all  that  guilt  and  remorse  that  he  afterwards  ^ 
had  not  been  regenerated,  and  consequently  that|  incurred.  In  short,  there  is  nothing  in  the  bible 
the  promise  did  not  extend  to  Aim.  Peter  denied  against  the  idea  of  the  ultimate  salvation  of  Judas,  y 
his  lA>rd,  lied,  curseil,  and  sipore,  and  was  repeat-,  Even  when  Universalism  is  out  of  the  question,  j: 
edly  called  Hence  there  could  have  liecn  i  if  we  have  leason  to  believe  in  the  salvation  of;! 

left,  at  most,  but  ten  of  the  apostles  to  sit  on  the ,  any,  or  if  sincere  repentance,  accomp.anied  by  its 
twelve  thrones  tnentioned.  .\s,  therefore,  this!  strongest  proof,  viz :  that  of  restoring  or  giving  | 
writer’s  argument  proves  too  much,  even  for  him  I  back  the  price  of  iniquity,  be  any  evidence  of  sal- ' 
self,  it  proves  just  nothing.  vation,  we  have  it  in  the  case  of  Judas.  i 

-Again,  this  writer  maintains  that  to  argue  in  j|  “ 

favor  of  the  salvation  of  Judas  is  “absurd,  inas-jj  _  [From  Jlnericm  ,^iucdote,"] 
much  as  it  directly  contradicts  what  our  Saviour  Dwight  was  travelling  through  New- Jeisev.  he 
expressly  said  when  ho  declared,  ‘it  had  been ^  chanced  to  stop  at  a  slape  hotel,  in  one  of  its 
good  for  that  man  [Judas]  had  he  never  been  popular  towns,  for  the  night.  At  a  late  hoiirof 

the  same,  arrived  also  at  the  inn,  Mr.  Dennie, ; 
„■  .  ,  .  ,  wiho  had  the  misfortune  to  learn  from  the  land- ! 

But  here  again  he  mistakes— this  expression  ,  b,rd  ,bai  Iris  beds  were  all  paired  with  lodgers, 
says  nothing  a!>out  the  endless  damnation  of  Ju-  except  one,  occupied  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  ’ 


Dwight.  Show  me  to  his  apartment,  exclaim- 
oil  Dennie ;  allbough  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  Kev. 
Dr.  perhaps  I  cair  b.  rguiii  with  him  for  iny 
loili'iiigs.  The  landlord  accordingly  waited  on; 
Mr.  Dennie  to  the  Doctor’s  room,  and  there 
left  him  to  introduce  hhnsclf.  The  Doctor,  al¬ 
though  ill  his  night  gown  cap  and  slippers,  and 
just  ready  to  resign  himself  to  the  refreshing 
arms  of  sumiius  politely  requested  the  elrange 
intruder  to  be  seated.  The  doctor, struck  with 
the  literary  physiognomy  of  his  companion,  un¬ 
bent  Iris  austere  brow  and  commenced  r  liter¬ 
ary  conversation.  The  names  of  U  osliirtgton, 
Frunklin,  Biltenl  ouse,  end  a  host  of  literary 
and  distinguished  characters,  for  sometime  givir 
a  zest  and  interest  to  their  conversation,  until 
Dr.  Dwight  chanced'  to  mention  the  nan'e  of 
Dennie.  “  Dennie,  tlie  editor  of  the  Port  Folio 
[says  the  Doctor  in  a  rhapsody]  is  the  Addison, 
of  iho  United  States — The  Father  of  Amcricon 
Belles  Letters.  But,  sir,  continued  he,  is  it  not 
astonishing,  that  a  man  of  such  a  genius,  fancy 
and  feeling,  should  ahandon  himself  to  the  in- 
ebriatirg  howl,  and  to  bacchanalian  revels?** 
“  Sir,  said  Dennie,  you  arc  mistaken;  I  have 
been  intimately  acquainted  with  Dennie  for 
several  years,  and  I  never  knew  or  saw  him  in¬ 
toxicated.  “Sir,  says  the  Doctor,  you  err  ;  I 
have  my  iiirorinuliun  from  a  particular  friend  ; 

I  am  confident  that  I  om  right,  and  that  you 
are  wrong.”  Dennie  now  ingeniously  chang¬ 
ed  the  cunvcraalion  to  the  clergy,  remarking 
that  Drs.  Amhcrcronibie  and  Mason  were 
amongst  our  must  distinguished  divines  ;  never¬ 
theless  he  considered  Dr.  Dwight,  President  of 
Yale  College,  the  rivost  learned  theologian — the 
first  logician — and  the  greatest  poet  that  A- 
mcrica  has  ever  produced.  But,  sir,  continued 
Dennie,  there  arc  traits  in  his  character  unde¬ 
serving  so  creal  and  v,  ise  a  man,  of  the  most 
deteslihle  description — he  is  the  greatest  bigU 
and  dogmatist  of  theazu  !*’  Sir,  said  the  Doctor, 
you  are  grossly  mistaken.  I  have  it  from  an  in¬ 
timate  acqnuintancc  of  his  whom  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  would  not  tell  an  untruth.’  No  mure 
slander,  says  the  Doctor,  I  am  Dr.  Dwight,  of 
whom  you  speak  !’  ‘  And  I  too,  exclaimed  Den¬ 
nie,  am  Mr.  Dennie  of  whom  you  spoke  !’  the 
astonishment  of  Dr.  Dwight  may  be  bettercon- 
crived  than  told.  Suffice  it  to  say,  they  mutu¬ 
ally  shook  hands,  and  were  extremely  happy 
in  each  other’s  acquaintance. 

MARRIED. 

By  Rev.  Walter  Bullard,  of  Sauquoit,  on  the 
5th  ult.  Mr.  George  Milts,  of  Kirkland,  to  Miss 
Nelly  A.  Kinyon,  of  Paris. 

I  Also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  Mr.  William 
P.  Com.  tor-k,  of  Kirkland,  to  Miss  Maria  C. 
Kinyon,  of  Paris. 

At  Sknneateles,  on  the  13th  ultimo,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  McNeil,  Major  Samuei.  Gav  of  Utica,  t» 
.Mi.ss  N.vnct  O.  Newton,  of  that  place. 
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